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PROCEEDINGS,  &c. 


Agreeably  to  a request  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  American  Bible  Society,  and  in  pursuance  of  pub- 
lie  notice,  a large  assembly  of  the  citizens  of  New-York, 
and  others,  convened  in  the  City-Hall  on  Monday 
the  13th  May,  1 81 6. 

On  motion  of  the  Honourable  Smith  Thompson, 
Chief  Justice  of  the  state  of  New-York,  seconded  by  the 
Hon.  Justice  Van  Ness,  of  the  Supreme  Court, 

Resolved,  That  his  Honour  the  Mayor,  be  requested 
to  take  the  chair. 

After  his  Honour  had  taken  the  chair,  on  motion  by 
Richard  Varick,  Esq.  seconded  by  John  Bingham  Esq. 

Resolved , That  the  Secretary  of  the  American  Bible 
Society  be  requested  to  read  the  Constitution  of  the 
Society,  and  the  address  of  the  convention  of  Delegates 
from  different  Bible  Societies  in  the  United  States,  by 
whose  unanimous  vote  this  National  Institution  was 
established. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Society  was  then  read  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  John  B.  Romeyn,  Secretary  for  domestic  cor- 
respondence. 
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On  motion  by  the  Hon.  J ustice  Platt,  of  the  Supreme 
court,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Nott,  of  Union  college, 

Resolved  unanimously , That  this  meeting  cordially  ap- 
prove of  the  Constitution  of  the  American  Bible  Society. 

The  Hon.  gentleman  who  moved,  and  the  Rev.  gen- 
tleman who  seconded  this  resolution,  supported  the  same 
by  appropriate  and  eloquent  Speeches,  which,  it  is  to  be 
regretted,  could  not  be  procured  for  publication. 

George  Griffin,  Esq.  then  moved  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved , That  this  meeting  will  cheerfully  support 
this  great  National  Institution. 

Mr.  Griffin  then  addressed  the  meeting  to  the  follow- 
ing effect : 

Mr.  Chairman, 

I am  persuaded  that  there  is  no  person  present,  who 
does  not  feel  the  inspiration  of  this  occasion.  For  my- 
self, I congratulate  my  country,  that  we  now  find  on  her 
annals  the  name  of  the  American  Bible  Society.  I hail 
this  auspicious  event;  with  all  the  devotion  of  my  soul, 
I hail  the  appearance  of  this  Star  in  the  West.  This  is 
an  occasion  to  awaken  the  best  feelings  of  the  heart. 
We  are  assembled,  not  to  rouse  the  rancour  of  political 
zeal, — -not  to  arrange  plans  of  foreign  conquest, — not  to 
shout  the  triumphs  of  victory : we  have  a nobler  ob- 
ject -to  aid  the  march  of  the  everlasting  Gospel  through 


a 

the  world, — to  spread  abroad  a fountain,  whose  water* 
are  intended  for  the  healing  of  the  nations. 

The  design  of  this  august  institution  is  not  merely  to 
relieve  the  wants  o our  own  country,  but  to  extend  the 
hand  of  charity  to  the  most  distant  lands ; to  break 
asunder  the  fetters  of  Mahometan  imposture  ; to  puri- 
fy the  abominations  of  Juggernaut;  to  snatch  the  Hin- 
doo widow  from  the  funeral  pile;  to  raise  the  degrad- 
ed African  to  the  sublime  contemplation  of  God  and 
immortality ; to  tame  and  baptize  in  the  waters  of  life 
the  American  savage;  to  pour  the  light  of  heaven  upon 
the  darkness  of  the  Andes  ; and  to  call  back  the  nations 
from  the  altars  of  devils  to  the  temple  of  the  living  God.. 
These  high  objects  are  to  be  accomplished  by  the  uni- 
versal promulgation  of  the  Bible  ; the  Bible — that  vo- 
lume conceived  in  the  councils  of  eternal  mercy,  con- 
taining the  wondrous  story  of  redeeming  love,  blazing 
with  the  lustre  of  Jehovah’s  glory  : — that  volume,  pre- 
eminently calculated  to  soften  the  heart,  sanctify  the 
affections,  and  elevate  the  soul  of  man;  to  enkindle  the 
poet’s  fire,  and  teach  the  philosopher  wisdom  ; to  con- 
secrate the  domestic  relations  ; to  pour  the  balm  of  hea- 
ven into  the  wounded  heart ; to  cheer  the  dying  hour, 
and  shed  the  light  of  immortality  upon  the  darkness  of 
the  tomb.  I reiterate  the  mighty  term — the  Bible ; 
that  richest  of  man’s  treasures — that  best  of  Hea- 
ven’s gifts.  Amazing  volume ! In  every  of  thy 
pages,  I see  the  impress  of  the  Godhead.  How' 
divine  are  thy  doctrines,  howr  pure  thy  precepts,  how 
sublime  thy  language  ! How  unaffecting  is  the  tender- 
.ness  of  an  Otway,  or  an  Euripides,  when  compared  with 


the  heart-touching  pathos  of  thy  David  or  Jeremiah! 
How  do  the  loftiest  effusions  of  a Milton  or  a Homer 
sink,  when  contrasted  with  the  sublimer  strains  of  thine 
Isaiah  or  Habakkuk  ! And  how  do  the  pure  and  soul- 
elevating  doctrines  of  thy  Moses  or  thy  Paul  look  down, 
as  from  the  height  of  heaven,  upon  the  grovelling  sys- 
tems of  a Mahomet  or  Confucius!  Give  this  Bible  an 
empire  in  every  heart,  and  the  prevalence  of  crime  and 
misery  would  yield  to  the  universal  diffusion  of  millen- 
nial glory.  Destroy  this  Bible;  let  the  ruthless  arm 
of  infidelity  tear  this  sun  from  the  moral  heavens,  and 
all  would  be  darkness,  and  guilt,  and  wretchedness; 
again  would 

“ Earlh  [feel]  the  wound,  and  nature  from  her  scat, 

“ Sighing  through  all  her  works,  [give]  signs  of  wo, 

“ That  all  was  lost.” 

Eighteen  centuries  ago,  the  divine  author  of  our  re- 
ligion, about  to  ascend  to  his  native  heavens,  pronounc- 
ed with  his  farewell  voice,  “ Go  ye  into  all  the  world,, 
and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature.”  A little 
band  of  Christian  heroes  obeyed  the  heavenly  mandate  ; 
and,  clothed  in  their  Master’s  armour,  encountered  and 
overcame  the  united  powders  of  earth  and  hell.  But  the 
apostolic  age  did  not  always  last.  Seventeen  hundred 
years  have  since  elapsed,  and  more  than  three  fourths 
of  the  human  family  are  still  enveloped  in  Pagan  or  Ma- 
hometan darkness.  A lethargy,  like  the  sleep  of  the 
sepulchre,  had  long  fastened  itself  on  the  Christian 
world.  It  was  the  tremendous  earthquake  of  modern 
atheism,  that  roused  them  from  this  slumber:  and  while, 
during  the  last  twenty  years,  the  vials  of  God’s  wrath 
have  been  pouring  upon  the  nations,  convulsing  to  its 
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centre  this  distracted  globe,  the  Bible  has  re-commenced 
its  triumphs.  This  tree  ol  heaven’s  planting  has  stood 
and  strengthened  amidst  the  prostration  of  thrones,  and 
the  concussion  of  empires.  The  apostolic  age  is  return- 
ing. The  countries  of  Europe,  which  lately  rung  with 
the  clangour  of  arms,  are  now  filled  with  Societies  for 
the  promulgation  of  the  Gospel  of  peace.  Through 
those  fields,  but  lately  drenched  in  human  blood,  now 
flow  the  streams  of  salvation.  Europe  is  bending  un- 
der the  mighty  effort  of  extending  redemption  to  a 
world.  Kings  and  emperors  are  vying  with  the  hum- 
blest of  their  subjects  in  this  stupendous  work.  The 
coffers  of  the  rich  are  emptied  into  heaven’s  treasury, 
and  there  also  is  received  the  widow’s  mite.  But  there 
is  one  nation  which  has  stood  forth  pre-eminent  in  this 
career  of  glory.  With  the  profoundest  veneration,  I 
bow  before  the  majesty  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bi- 
ble Society.  This  illustrious  association,  (its  history  is 
recorded  in  heaven,  and  ought  to  be  proclaimed  on 
earth,)  has  been  instrumental  in  distributing  a million 
and  a half  of  volumes  of  the  word  of  life  ; and  has  mag- 
nanimously expended,  in  a single  year,  near  four  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  for  the  salvation  of  man.  This 
transcendent  institution  is  the  brightest  star  in  the  con- 
stellation of  modern  improvements,  and  looks  down  from 
its  celestial  elevation  on  the  diminished  glories  of  the 
Grecian  and  Roman  name. 

The  electric  shock  has  at  length  reached  our  shores. 
Local  Bible  Societies  have  been  heretofore  established 
in  this  country ; but  they  wanted  extent  of  means,  com- 
prehensiveness of  design,  and  consolidation  of  action 
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It  was  to  be  expected,  and  the  Christian  world  had  a 
right  to  expect,  that  the  American  nation  would  arise 
in  the  majesty  of  its  collected  might,  and  unite  itself  with 
the  other  powers  of  Christendom,  in  the  holy  confedera- 
cy for  extending  the  empire  of  religion  and  civilization. 
This  auspicious  era  has  now  arrived.  The  last  week 
has  witnessed  an  august  assemblage  of  the  fathers  of 
the  American  Churches,  of  every  denomination,  conven- 
ed in  this  metropolis  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  not 
to  brandish  the  sword  of  religious  controversy,  but  to 
unite  with  one  heart,  in  laying  the  foundation  of  the  ma- 
jestic superstructure  of  the  American  Bible  Society. 
Athens  boasted  of  her  temple  of  Minerva  ; but  our  city 
is  more  truly  consecrated,  by  being  the  seat  of  this  hal- 
lowed edifice.  It  is  not  a mosque  containing,  or  reput- 
ed to  contain,  the  remains  of  the  Arabian  prophet,  but 
a fabric  reared  and  devoted  to  the  living  God  by  the  - 
united  efforts  of  the  American  Churches.  Fellow-citi- 
zens ! will  you  coldly  receive  this  honour,  or  will  you 
not  rather  show  yourselves  worthy  of  this  sacred  dis- 
tinction ? I am  persuaded,  that  your  munificence  and 
zeal  in  this  holy  cause  will  be  recorded  as  an  animating 
example  to  the  nation.  For  to  whom  should  it  be  re- 
served to  electrify  this  western  continent,  but  to  the 
London  of  America  ? Our  country  has  long  stood  forth 
the  rival  of  England  in  commerce  and  in  arms  ; let  her 
not  be  left  behind  in  the  glorious  career  of  evangelizing 
the  world. 


Peter  A.  Jay,  Esq.  having  seconded  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Griffin,  supported  it  by  an  address  to  the  follow- 
ing effect : 
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Mr.  Chairman, 

Allow  me,  Sir,  to  second  the  motion  which  has  just 
been  made,  and  at  the  same  time,  to  congratulate  this 
assembly  on  the  event  which  has  called  them  together, 
and  upon  the  unanimity  with  which  it  has  been  brought 
about.  When  we  consider  the  multiplied  divisions 
Avhich  exist  in  this  extensive  country ; the  animosities 
of  political  parties,  the  multitude  of  our  religious  sects, 
the  local  interests  and  jealousies,  that  have  so  often  im- 
peded or  defeated  the  most  salutary  undertakings,  we 
have  reason  to  be  astonished  at  the  perfect  unanimity, 
which  has,  in  this  instance,  prevailed  among  delegates 
from  widely  distant  parts  of  the  union,  and  of  various  po- 
litical and  religious  denominations.  It  marks  indeed, 
the  finger  of  Providence,  that  always  provides  means  for 
the  accomplishment  of  its  own  great  and  beneficent 
purposes. 

Under  providence,  this  unanimity  can  only  be  ascrib- 
ed to  a strong  sense  of  duty  in  those  who  composed  the 
Constitution  which  we  have  heard,  and  to  the  singleness 
of  object  they  had  in  view.  The  latter,  I esteem  the 
great  characteristic,  which  I trust  will  render  the  Ame- 
rican Bible  Society  an  honour  to  the  country,  and  a 
blessing  to  the  world. 

Our  efforts  in  the  great  cause  of  diffusing  Christiani- 
ty, when  compared  with  those  of  other  nations,  have 
hitherto  been  puny.  Not  that  we  have  wanted  means; 
for,  except  during  a short  interval,  we  have  been  bless- 
ed with  peace  and  with  abundance.  Nor  will  I impute 
it  to  want  of  zeal  for  the  happiness  of  mankind.  But 
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our  efforts  have  been  separately  made,  and  were  there- 
fore feeble.  We  have  now  a common  centre  in  which 
we  can  unite  : we  have  now  a cause  in  which  all  can 
join.  Our  object  is  to  distribute  the  Holy  Scriptures 
without  note  or  comment.  At  this,  no  politician  can  be 
alarmed,  no  sectary  can  be  reasonably  jealous.  We 
shall  distribute  no  other  book,  we  shall  teach  no  disput- 
ed doctrine.  Laying  aside  for  this  purpose  the  ban- 
ners of  our  respective  corps,  we  assemble  under  the  sole 
standard  of  the  great  Captain  of  our  salvation.  We 
endeavour  to  extend  his  reign,  and  in  his  name  alone 
we  contend. 

Need  I mention  the  importance  of  the  great  object 
we  have  in  view  ? It  has  been  already  so  eloquently 
displayed,  that  I shall  not  attempt  it.  But  1 may  be 
permitted  to  notice  some  minor  topics,  which  have  been 
less  insisted  on.  Do  we  wish  to  improve  the  temporal 
condition  of  the  human  race  ? Then  experience  has 
shown,  that  Christianity  is  the  most  efficient  agent. 
Survey  the  world — Where  have  barbarism,  and  igno- 
rance, and  superstition,  and  cruelty,  and  all  the  demons 
of  darkness  their  abodes  ? where,  but  in  those  unhappy 
regions  that  sit  in  darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death, 
deprived  of  the  light  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  And 
where  do  you  find  knowledge,  and  humanity,  and  cha- 
rity ? where  do  the  sciences  and  the  arts  reside  ? where 
does  commerce  flourish  ? where  does  liberty  dwell  ? 
No  where  but  in  the  Christian  world. 

Christianity  enlarges  the  mind,  while  it  purifies  the 
heart.  It  expands  our  views,  it  animates  us  with  the 
most  powerful  motives,  and  while  it  teaches  that  we  are 
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members  of  the  great  family  of  mankind,  it  enables  us  to 
perform  the  duties  which  that  relation  imposes. 

While  Mahomedan  nations  have  long  been  stationa- 
ry or  retrograde ; while  the  inhabitants  of  India  con- 
tinue to  practise  their  bloody  and  abominable  rites; 
while  most  other  pagans  are  sunk  almost  below  the  con- 
dition of  the  brutes  that  perish ; the  Christian  world  has 
advanced  with  rapid  strides,  in  civilization,  in  wealth,  in 
humanity,  in  every  thing  that  contributes  to  temporal 
prosperity,  as  well  as  in  the  virtues  which  fit  us  for  im- 
mortality. 

It  may  be  objected,  that  what  are  termed  the  dark  ages, 
succeeded  the  promulgation  of  the  Christian  religion. 
But  why  were  those  ages  dark  ? Because  the  light  of 
the  Gospel  was  hid.  The  Bible  was  concealed  with 
jealous  care  from  the  people.  It  could  be  read  only  in 
an  unknown  tongue  by  the  clergy  themselves.  The 
laity,  like  the  Abyssinians  of  the  present  day,  were  but 
nominally  Christians,  knowing  little  of  their  Redeemer, 
except  his  name ; and  having  no  religion  but  outward 
ceremonies  and  empty  forms.  At  length  the  Reforma- 
tion dispersed  the  clouds  of  ignorance,  disenthralled 
both  the  bodies  and  the  minds  of  men,  and  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  civil  as  well  as  of  religious  liberty.  The  Gos- 
pel was  again  promulged,  its  doctrines  were  taught, 
inquiry  was  awakened,  corruptions  were  purified,  and 
at  length,  even  the  Church  from  which  the  Protestants 
separated,  has  been  greatly  reformed.  Since  that  glorious 
era,  knowledge  has  been  uniformly  increasing,  and  with 
it  all  that  adorns  society,  and  all  that  sweetens  life.  That, 
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Gospel  light  which  dawned  at  the  Reformation,  has 
since  grown  brighter  and  brighter.  Its  beams,  though 
occasionally  obscured  by  clouds,  have  become  more  and 
more  fervent,  till  at  length  darting  from  the  meridian, 
they  warm  as  well  as  enlighten. 

The  nations  of  Europe  are  now  awake  and  active  : 
they  have  sent  forth  the  Gospel  into  all  lands,  and  its 
sound  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth.  Their  exertions  are 
strenuous  and  unremitted.  They  eagerly  emulate  each 
other  in  the  glorious  strife.  And  shall  we  alone  be 
idle  ? Shall  we  sit  with  folded  arms,  spectators  of  their 
efforts  ? Blest  as  we  are  with  opulence  and  ease,  shall 
we  be  less  grateful  to  Him  who  gives  them,  than  na- 
tions wasted  with  war? 

Surely,  Sir,  we  shall  not  refuse  to  run  the  race  which 
is  set  before  us,  nor  to  contribute  towards  the  cause 
of  mankind.  What  charity  can  be  greater,  to  what  can 
there  be  stronger  motives  ? 

How  many  are  there  who  thirst  for  military  glory ; 
and  w'hat  sacrifices  would  they  not  make  to  obtain  it! 
We  have  long  been  spectators  of  the  great  tragedy 
which  has  been  acted  on  the  theatre  of  Europe,  and 
our  imaginations  have  become  inflamed.  We  have  be- 
held mighty  hosts  encountering  each  other;  desperate 
battles  fought  and  victories  won.  We  think  of  the  tri- 
umphant march,  the  blood-stained  banner,  the  captured 
artillery,  and  all  the  pride,  pomp,  and  circumstance  of 
glorious  war,  till  many  among  us  would  willingly  face 
danger  and  death  itself,  to  acquire  a renown  equal  to 
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that  of  some  favourite  hero.  Yet  the  laurel  of  the  con- 
queror grows  only  in  a soil  which  is  moistened  with 
blood.  It  is  stained  with  the  tears  of  the  widow,  and  it 
thrives  in  the  midst  of  desolation.  Nor  is  it  durable  : 
amid  all  the  annals  of  destruction,  how  few  are  the 
names  which  we  remember  and  pronounce  ! But  is 
there  no  glory  which  is  pure  and  enduring,  and  which 
deserves  to  be  sought.  Yes,  the  love  of  fame  is  a noble 
passion,  given  us  not  to  be  extinguished,  but  to  be  used 
aright.  There  is  a glory  which  a wise  man  will  covet, 
which  a good  man  will  aspire  to,  which  will  follow  him 
from  this  world  to  the  next,  and  there,  in  the  presence 
of  an  assembled  universe,  of  angels,  and  of  just  men  made 
perfect,  place  a crown  upon  his  brows  that  fadeth  not 
away. 

It  is  the  peculiar  province  of  the  clergy  to  teach  how 
to  acquire  this  heavenly  crown ; but  I may  be  permitted 
to  say,  that  an  irrevocable  decree  has  gone  forth,  an 
inviolable  promise  has  been  made,  that  they  who  turn 
many  to  righteousness,  shall  shine  like  stars  for  ever 
and  ever. 

But  how  shall  those  who  are  doomed  to  business  and 
labour,  turn  many  to  righteousness.  Such  is  the  con- 
stitution of  human  society,  that  all  cannot  be  missiona- 
ries ; all  cannot  apply  themselves  to  the  spiritual  con- 
cerns of  others.  This  Society  enables  all  to  contribute 
to  the  spiritual  improvement  of  all.  The  Bible  is  the 
best  of  missionaries.  It  will  reach  where  no  preacher 
can  penetrate ; it  will  preach  where  he  cannot  be  heard  ; 
it  will  reprove,  alarm,  advise,  console  in  solitude,  when 
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no  passion  interferes  to  drown  its  voice.  Of  these  mis- 
sionaries thousands  may  be  sent  abroad,  and  where  the 
seed  is  abundantly  sown,  we  may  reasonably  hope  for 
an  abundant  harvest. 

Though  the  diffusion  of  the  scriptures  is  the  great 
end  of  our  Institution,  yet  another  blessing  will  also 
spring  from  it.  Too  long  have  Christians  been  divided. 
Sect  has  been  opposed  to  sect ; angry  controversies  have 
agitated  the  Church ; misrepresentations  have  been 
made,  and  believed  ; and  good  men,  who  ought  to  have 
loved  each  other,  have  been  kept  asunder  by  prejudices, 
which  were  the  offspring  of  ignorance. 

In  this  Society,  the  most  discordant  sects  will  meet 
together,  engaged  in  a common  cause  ; prejudices  will 
abate;  asperities  will  be  softened;  and  when  it  is 
found,  as  undoubtedly  it  will  be  be  found,  that  the  same 
love  of  God  and  of  man  animates  all  real  Christians, 
whatever  may  be  their  outward  rites,  or  forms  of  eccle- 
siastical discipline,  that  most  of  them  agree  in  fundamen- 
tal doctrines,  and  that  their  differences  principally  relate 
to  points  of  little  practical  importance,  there  must  be 
an  increase  of  brotherly  love,  and  of  a truly  catholic 
spirit. 

Sir,  I pretend  not  to  see  more  clearly  than  others 
through  the  dim  veil  of  prophecy,  but  it  the  predic- 
tions which  foretel  a millennial  period  of  happiness  on 
earth,  are  ever  to  be  literally  fulfilled,  it  can  only  be 
by  the  accomplishment  of  another  prophecy,  that  “ The 
knowledge  of  the  Lord  shall  cover  the  earth,  as  the 
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waters  cover  the  sea.”  Let  us  then  be  blessed  Instru- 
ments in  the  diffusion  of  this  knowledge,  that  having 
contributed  to  the  triumph  of  the  Redeemer’s  cause,  we 
may  be  permitted  to  partake  it.  Then  we  shall  be  en- 
titled to  address  the  Christian  Church  in  the  exalting 
strain : 

The  seas  shall  waste,  the  skies  in  smoke  decay  ; 

Rocks  fall  to  dust,  and  mountains  melt  away  ; 

But  fixed  his  word,  his  saving  power  remains, 

Thy  realm  for  ever  lasts,  thy  own  Messiah  reigns. 


The  motion  was  then  put  by  the  chairman,  and  unani- 
mously adopted. 

The  address  of  the  convention  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  was  then  read  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  M. 
Mason,  Secretary  for  Foreign  correspondence. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  unanimously 
adopted  : 

Resolved , That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  present- 
ed to  the  honourable  Mr.  Justice  Platt,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Nott,  George  Griffin,  and  Peter  A.  Jay,  Esqrs.  for  the 
addresses  they  have  delivered  on  this  interesting  occa- 
sion, and  that  copies  of  the  same  be  requested  for  pub- 
lication. 

Resolved , That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Honourable  the  Corporation  of  the  citv, 
for  the  prompt  grant  of  the  use  of  this  room  to  the 
meeting. 


Resolved , That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given 
to  his  Honour  the  Mayor,  for  accepting  the  office  and 
performing  the  duty  of  Chairman  of  this  meeting. 


